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A Crumb classic featuring his signature creation, available in hardcover for the first time! This

collection features over 120 pages of vintage Crumb comics starring the white-bearded, diminutive

sage-cum-charlatan, ranging from charming, free-wheeling early â€™70s stories to the disturbing,

controversial â€™90s stories (as seen in the Crumb movie), including the entire 40-page â€œMr.

Natural and Devil Girlâ€• epic. Crumbâ€™s Mr. Natural is probably the most famous underground

character of all (topping even Fritz the Cat and the Freak Brothers), recognizable even to

â€œcivilians.â€• Donâ€™t miss this opportunity to snatch up this jam-packed collection of comics

from one of the all-time masters! 112 pages of black-and-white comics
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If--perish the thought!--all of R. Crumb's work except his Mr Natural comix were lost to humankind,

we'd still have what I take to be his most important legacy. An entire college course could be

taught--probably HAS been taught somewhere--with the Mr Natural comix as texts.Mr Natural is a

guru who does exactly what good gurus ought to do: he shakes us up by refusing to act like we

think holy people should act. He has a roving eye for the ladies, he cusses, at times he appears

heartless or indifferent, and the advice he offers--when he does offer it, which isn't all that

often--frequently comes across as whacky. He's so irreverent that it's easy to see him as irrelevant.

But nothing could be further from the truth, because Mr Natural is like one of those Taoist sages

who, dressed in rags and laughing uproariously, serve as living reminders for the rest of us not to

take ourselves, our lifestyles, and our values so seriously. Self-honesty is what Mr Natural wants



from us.As Flakey Foont discovers over and over in the Mr Natural comix, though, self-honesty is

hard to come by, because self-deception feels so damn good, especially to us "booshwah" types.

We deceive ourselves all the time about our seething sexual desires ("Mr Natural stops Talking,"

"The Girlfriend," and the marvelous Devil Girl stories). We deceive ourselves about our piety,

pretending that what we want to believe is what we should believe ("Mr Natural Goes to a Meeting

of the Minds," "Om Sweet Om," and "Sittin' Around the Kitchen Table"). We deceive ourselves about

work and ambition ("It's a workaday World") and, in one of the best two stories in this volume, we

deceive ourselves when we think about God ("Mr Natural Meets 'The Kid'").
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